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Mr. President, this bill will signifi-

cantly help families to obtain the child 
support owed to them so they can re-
main financially self-sufficient. I urge 
my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.∑ 

f 

SENATOR WILLIAM B. SPONG, JR. 

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, Bill 
Spong and I go back a long way. We 
were the only Democrats elected to the 
Senate in 1966. Back then, new Sen-
ators were expected to be seen and not 
heard. Bill and I were dutiful—we took 
the last two seats on the back row of 
the Democratic side of the Senate floor 
and swapped afternoons and evenings 
presiding as Speaker Pro Tempore. In 
those days they gave Golden Gavels to 
members who presided over the Senate 
for more than 100 hours; Bill and I each 
received one. 

Bill Spong was one of the quietest 
and most thoughtful men ever to serve 
in the Senate. He brought his consider-
able experience in law and banking to 
bear on every issue before the Senate 
and carefully analyzed each piece of 
legislation on which he voted. He set 
an example of what a Senator in a de-
liberative democracy should be. 

The Senate was a different place 
then. Republicans and Democrats 
worked closely together in a collegial 
atmosphere. Though they differed on 
many issues, a majority of Senators 
from both parties came together to 
produce legislation for the good of the 
Nation. Now the Members of the two 
parties meet only to ambush one an-
other. In today’s climate of partisan 
warfare, it is hard to find anyone who 
can match Bill Spong’s civility. 

Senator Spong made many friends for 
Virginia in his 6 years of service. He 
was an outstanding and committed rep-
resentative of the people of his state. 
His election loss in 1972 deprived Vir-
ginia and the United States of an able 
and promising Senator. Undoubtedly, 
Senator Spong would have won reelec-
tion and served for many more years 
had the public confusion and division 
caused by Vietnam and his seat on the 
Foreign Relations Committee not 
placed him in an untenable position. 

After leaving the Senate, he served 
with great distinction as a noted medi-
ator and as Dean of the School of Law 
at William and Mary. In these capac-
ities, he continued to serve his commu-
nity. 

Bill Spong’s death yesterday shocked 
and saddened us all. It deprives us of a 
much-needed model of dedication, serv-
ice, and leadership. Let us all hope that 
his great qualities will find their incar-
nation in future servants of the public 
good.∑ 

f 

NATIONAL LITERACY MONTH 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
to comment on an issue which concerns 
my home State of Michigan and the en-
tire country. It seems as though every 
year another study is published which 

concludes American children are be-
hind other nations of the world in sub-
jects such as math and science. Often, 
when concern is expressed with such 
findings a more basic issue is over-
looked: literacy. 

From the youngest schoolchild to the 
most senior adult, I believe everyone 
should be able to read and write. Be-
sides serving as the foundation of edu-
cation, reading provides new opportu-
nities and expands horizons. Through 
reading, an individual can visit exotic 
lands, travel in time, participate in 
fantastic adventures, and learn of 
events happening in both their home-
town and around the globe. Reading al-
lows a person to soar, with only their 
imagination to limit them. As the fa-
ther of three young children, one of my 
favorite activities is reading a story to 
my children, or as the older ones now 
do, read the story to me. Helping a 
child learn to read is one of the most 
pleasurable activities I know. 

Ensuring America’s children are lit-
erate is one of the most important 
goals this Nation should have. Rather 
than involving the heavy hand of the 
Federal Government, I believe local 
governments are in the best position to 
accomplish this goal. But, I also think 
the Federal Government has a role in 
helping to eradicate illiteracy from 
among the Nation’s youth. For this 
reason, Congress has allocated $260 mil-
lion to the Department of Education to 
disburse to the states for carrying out 
a child literacy initiative beginning in 
October 1998. 

I strongly believe every child in 
America should be literate. However, 
we cannot and must not concern our-
selves solely with the young. It is a sad 
fact that many adults across the coun-
try do not possess the ability to read 
and write. While some individuals have 
rudimentary skills, many cannot read 
well enough to fill out a job applica-
tion. Without these needed skills, ad-
vancement in the workplace is almost 
impossible. Fortunately, Congress is 
taking strong steps toward remedying 
this problem. Presently, Federal adult 
literacy programs have been funded at 
over $350 million. Given to States in 
the form of grants, these funds help 
provide community-based agencies 
with the money necessary to reduce 
and hopefully eliminate illiteracy. 

In recognition of the efforts to edu-
cate both children and adults, I join in 
honoring those individuals who dedi-
cate themselves to this noble pursuit. I 
am pleased to have this opportunity to 
express my appreciation for their hard 
work, and encourage my colleagues to 
demonstrate their support of National 
Literacy Month.∑ 

f 

PETER KARMANOS, JR. 
∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the achievements of 
Mr. Peter Karmanos, Jr., Peter who is 
being honored on November 4, 1997, by 
the Detroit B’nai B’rith Foundation 
with the 1997 Great American Tradi-
tions Award. 

B’nai B’rith is awarding its highest 
honor, the Great American Traditions 
Award, to Peter Karmanos for ‘‘. . . his 
concern for the sick, for his under-
standing of the abused, and for the 
quiet, unassuming way he provides for 
others.’’ 

Peter Karmanos is a name with 
which many people around the Nation 
are familiar. Some know him because 
he is the chairman, CEO, and cofounder 
of Compuware Corp., which is one of 
the largest independent software ven-
dors in the world. Peter helped to make 
a small startup company into Michi-
gan’s fifth largest exporter, a company 
with more than 7,000 employees world-
wide. Peter has striven to make 
Compuware a healthy and friendly 
place to work, providing a company- 
subsidized cafeteria, day-care center, 
and wellness center, as well as 
racquetball and basketball courts at its 
world headquarters in Farmington 
Hills, MI. 

Others know of Peter Karmanos be-
cause he co-owns the Carolina Hurri-
canes of the National Hockey League 
and the Plymouth Whalers of the On-
tario Hockey League. Peter’s passion 
for hockey has led him to sponsor 
youth hockey teams, which have given 
countless young people the opportunity 
to play the sport Peter loves so much. 

Peter Karmanos has earned a reputa-
tion as an outstanding leader in his in-
dustry and in the world of sports. But 
he is perhaps most remarkable for the 
extraordinary support he has given to 
efforts to make his community a 
healthier and safer place. In 1995, Peter 
made the single largest contribution in 
Michigan history to fight cancer, do-
nating $15 million to establish the Bar-
bara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute, 
in honor of his first wife. The institute 
integrated the efforts of the major can-
cer-fighting organizations in Detroit— 
the Michigan Cancer Foundation, the 
Meyer L. Prentis Comprehensive Can-
cer Center, the Detroit Medical Center, 
and Wayne State University. Peter and 
his wife, Debra, have involved 
Compuware in the nationwide cancer 
research fundraiser ‘‘A Race for the 
Cure.’’ Debra and Peter also cochaired 
the first ever major fundraiser for 
HAVEN, a shelter for abused women. 

Mr. President, Peter Karmanos truly 
exemplifies the spirit of the B’nai 
B’rith Great American Traditions 
Award. His corporate citizenship and 
dedication to improving the lives of 
others are truly an inspiration. I hope 
my colleagues will join with me in of-
fering congratulations and best wishes 
to Peter Karmanos on this important 
occasion.∑ 

f 

WELFARE TO WORK 
∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate Ottawa County, 
MI, for moving all, by which I mean a 
full 100 percent, of its welfare recipi-
ents to work. As in so many other 
things, Ottawa County should be an in-
spiration to us all as we seek funda-
mental welfare reform that will end 
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